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Get To Know The Candidates
For The ATV Minnesota
Executive Board Election, To Be
Held At Ride & Rally

The terms for three ATV
Minnesota executive board

positions expire in September:
President, First Vice President, and Secretary.

The deadline for nominations was July 31st. Nominations were made using the
official ATV MN nomination form, found at atvmn.org. Four nominations were
submitted:

The nominees were contacted to confirm their interest. Nominations were
reviewed and verified before being placed on the ballot.

The election will be held at the 2026 ATV MN State Convention/Ride & Rally,
during the General Membership Meeting on September 19th. All candidates
must be nominated. During the meeting, there will be no nominations accepted
from the floor, and no write-in votes will be accepted or counted. Below are the
candidate profiles provided to ATV Minnesota.



Larry Folstad, Running For ATV MN
President

Experience in the sport of ATVing

Like many riders, | started in the 1980s on
three-wheelers, riding old logging roads,
abandoned railroad grades, and informal
trails. Later, | moved to Class 1 ATVs and
watched dedicated trail systems take
shape. Today, | ride a Class 2 side-by-side.
The machines have changed dramatically

over the years, but my enjoyment and
passion for the sport remain high.

Experience with ATV Minnesota

Working alongside ATV Minnesota, | was one of the leaders who partnered with
St. Louis and Itasca Counties to help open lower-volume county roads for ATV
travel, creating vital trail connectivity. | also helped develop the policies that
enabled cities to open their streets to ATVs and become ATV-friendly
communities. These efforts required collaboration with local governments,
clubs, and stakeholders and have helped expand responsible riding
opportunities across Minnesota.

Involvement with ATV clubs

| remember the early days of the Northern Traxx ATV Club in 2001, when it was
just a few informational meetings. In 2003, we incorporated as a nonprofit, and
today the club has grown to nearly 400 members. Over the years, I've also
helped other clubs get started, including the Carlton County Riders and the
Alborn Dirt Devils, both of which have become successful, active clubs. |
continue to stay involved at the local, regional, and state levels.



Reasons for seeking this office

| am seeking the office of President because | care deeply about the future of ATV
MN and the sport we've all worked so hard to build. After more than 25 years of
watching this organization and our trail system grow, | want to help lead the next
chapter of trail building and maintenance. | also want to be actively involved in
seeking additional funding through the Legislative process.

Personal qualifications that apply to the responsibilities of the office

My greatest strengths are leadership, relationship building, and the ability to
bring people together to achieve common goals. My background in management
and team building has provided me with decades of experience leading
organizations, building consensus, and successfully guiding projects from
concept to completion. For more than 25 years, I've been actively involved in the
growth and evolution of the ATV sport. Having been involved in its early stages,
I've seen firsthand how far we've come, and I'm passionate about helping guide
its future.

Vision for the sport of ATVing

The sport of ATVing is always changing, and we need to change with it. Riders
and manufacturers continue to influence where the sport is headed, and it's
important that we keep up. If we don't, we'll get left behind. We need to continue
improving and maintaining our trail systems, expanding responsible riding
opportunities, and promoting rider education and safety. We also need to keep
working with clubs, communities, land managers, local governments, and the
DNR to protect and strengthen the future of our sport. Just as importantly, we
need to attract the next generation of riders and volunteers. My vision is simple:
keep moving the sport forward while protecting what we've all worked so hard to
build.



Vision for ATV Minnesota

My vision for ATV Minnesota is to continue building a strong, unified organization
that effectively represents the interests of riders, clubs, and communities across
the state of Minnesota. | will accomplish this by continued advocacy in St. Paul
to protect our sport at the State level. By continuing to support the established
clubs as well as new clubs. | will continue to work with the DNR Leadership/Staff
and the GIA program that is critical to our ATV clubs to keep things working at the
local level. I will also continue to work towards a statewide director that will be
available to us 24/7/365.

I

Perry May, Running For ATV MN President

Experience in the sport of

ATVing Purchased my first ATV in 2001
(Arctic Cat 400) to help with work around
my property in Outing, Minn. Now own two
Class 1 and one Class 2 ATVs. Became
involved with the local club, (Over the Hills
Gang) in 2008. Served as a Trail
Coordinator, Vice President and Club
President and now currently working as a
Grant Manager. | have ridden over 50
Minnesota Grant-in-Aid (GIA) trails, and
have ridden trails in Colorado and

.

Wisconsin. | was a project manager for the
creation of the Emily Outing and Emily
Blind Lake ATV Trails. | helped organize the first winter ATV rides in our area and
helped implement Winter GIA. | have navigated the world of trail grants to help
fund these trail projects. | have good working relationships with DNR personnel
and county trail sponsors. | talk annually with members from lowa OHYV,



Wisconsin WATVA, Ml-Trale (UP Michigan). | attend TZD safety conferences and |
am a Minnesota representative for RideSafe.

Experience with ATV Minnesota

Served as an ATVAM Regional Director (then Region 3), served 5 years on ATV MN
executive board as ATV MN 2nd VP, 1st VP, and State Director. | currently serve
on the ATV MN Safety Steering Committee, the GIA Improvement Committee,
and the current club representative for Over the Hills Gang ATV Club. | have
testified for ATV MN bills at the state capitol, notably the ATV Master Plan, the
Northwoods Regional ATV Trail Improvement grants, and changing/eliminating
the tire pressure ATV definition. | was the event lead for the 2022 Ride & Rally in
Fifty Lakes, and helped guide the club hosting the 2025 Ride & Roast. | have
facilitated a NOHVCC Great Trails Workshop in Isle, and planned another
workshop for the Nemadji area that was canceled due to Covid. | served on the
MN Governors Outdoor Recreational Task Force, and | was selected as the 2019
NOHVCC Volunteer of the year. | have been a member of MMTC, and | helped at
a CRTU event in Houston, Minn. | am an active, certified ATV safety instructor
and volunteered as a DNR Trail Ambassador for 12 years. | have written dozens of
articles for the Minnesota Wheelin magazine and ATV MN Newsletter, along with
contributing pictures. | have planned and helped facilitate GIA workshops in
Bemidji and Brainerd.

Involvement with ATV Clubs

| currently am a member of five ATV MN clubs (Over the Hills Gang, Eagle
Country, Woodtick Wheelers, Cuyuna Iron Range Riders, Blind Lake) and a
MnUSA member, and club member of the Emily Outing Snowbirds. As a State
Director, | spoke with all the clubs and tried to visit them through regional
meetings once a year. | write articles for Minnesota Wheelin on the various trails |
have visited. | am a member of the 13-club Northwoods Regional ATV Trail
Alliance, which was hamed NOHVCC 2025 Club/Association of the year. |
maintain many club contacts around the state.



Reasons for seeking office

| was honored to have many individuals around the state ask me to run for ATV
MN President. | believe | have the necessary leadership skills, experience, and
relationships to bring ATV MN to a new level. A new level of professionalism, a
new level of club engagement, member engagement, manufacturer
engagement, and stakeholder engagement.

Personal Qualifications that apply to the responsibilities of the office

Five years of experience on the ATV MN Executive Board, along with 4 years as a
Regional Director. (Leadership, Management, Communication, Delegation) |
started my career as a technical school graduate working in machining, tool &
die trades, and coaching college football when possible. | continued with my
education, completing a graduate degree in Manufacturing Systems Engineering.
| worked for General Mills, a Fortune 500 company, for 31 years. As the
Engineering Manager for an internal design & build group, | led a group of 50
employees building and installing proprietary process food equipment for
General Mils, Nestle, PepsiCo, Want Want Foods, Lotte Confectionary, and
Partners in Food Solutions. My work took me to 6 continents and hundreds of
manufacturing sites around the world. My learnings included working with
people that looked, acted and talked differently, but all continued working to
common goals. | was responsible for annual department budgets of $10 million
and had input on capital programs that exceeded $1 billion. Innovation,
continuous improvement, communication, and execution were keys to success.
Towards the end of my career, | was asked to manage the liquidation of assets
from dozens of manufacturing sites. My learning: At some point, greatideas can
have a limited shelf life, and organizations need to find closure and a path
forward. | am a big believer in delegation, which not only involves more people in
decision-making, but prepares the next organizational leaders.

Vision for the sport of ATVing

| would like to see the sport of motorized recreation continue outreach and
education to non-members and to become a welcomed member into the world



of outdoor recreation in Minnesota. This sport will continue to evolve, with new
technologies, and new riders, and it is important that we seek riding
opportunities for everyone, but not necessarily all on the same trail or trail
system. | believe we must do a better job of promoting our sport while accepting
our responsibility for leading ATV Safety and Environmental concerns. Our trail
systems must prioritize connections, and we must develop a southern
Minnesota trail/OHV park plan.

Vision for ATV Minnesota
*Work to unite/re-engage ATV MN 70+ clubs / Restart regional meetings
eSuccession Plan for all E-Board positions including Communications Director

*Grow membership/ Set SMART Goals (Specific, Measurable, Achievable,
Relevant, Time Based)

*Prepare legislative priorities and communications plan by October for next
legislative session

eManufacturer & Dealer Relationship Building (Safety Open Houses)
eQutreach to non-ATV MN members

eStrengthening GIA Program to support Maintenance, Trail Improvements, New
Trails *Embrace ATV Safety as key organizational goal (Class 2 Safety Training)

eDevelop secondary or complementary funding sources to GIA

*An actionable plan to grow trails or parks in all regions of Minnesota, and build
new trails as funding allows, and making use of the MN OHV Strategic Mater
Plan.



Dean Schliek, Running For ATV MN First VP

Experience in the sport of ATVing

ATV riding for me has been a lifelong journey.
| received my first ATV at the age of 10 years
old, and put many miles on it riding around
my parents backyard as well as out on our
hunting property. | now spend my free time
sharing my passion with anyone and
everyone in hopes of helping others enjoy not
just the ATV experience but also the entire

ATV community that | have grown to know
and love.

Experience with ATV Minnesota

| have been a member of ATV Minnesota since 2012 and have attended many
ATV MN events, including Ride & Roast, Ride & Rally, Legislative Summit, Grant-
in-Aid workshops, Vision Conferences, and other ATV MN sponsored events. |
have been a member of the communications team for years and have helped
build the Minnesota Wheelin magazine, as well as helped manage the ATV MN
social media account. With the communications team | have designed many
event flyers, banners, and signage. | have also written many articles for the
Minnesota Wheelin and e-newsletter. | have worked with David Halsey on
building a large library of photos and videos that we use in many of our
publications, as well as for the Minnesota DNR and Minnesota tourism
publications. Most recently | took on the roll as a Regional Director and have
attended the monthly board meetings as well as multiple area ATV MN club
meetings to check in with clubs in my region.

Involvement with ATV Clubs



Since 2012 | have been working with various ATV clubs around my area as well as
around the state. | have been a club member to a half a dozen different ATV
clubs, and helped many more with various projects. Currently | am a member of
Central Lakes ATV Club, Cuyuna Iron Range Riders, Over the Hills Gang ATV Club
and Finland Snowmobile and ATV Club. Over the past 14 years | have helped
clubs with trail maintenance, new trail construction, storm clean ups, club rides
and events, Trail Ambassador rides, and youth ATV safety training. | have also
attended many meetings on behalf of the clubs, as well as helped design and
print promotional items, flyers, and banners for many club events throughout the
state. Spent many hours promoting club involvement and pushed for new
opportunities for community outreach with the clubs.

Reasons For Seeking Office

| am seeking this position because | feel like the sport of ATV riding is a vital
piece to our lifestyle here in Minnesota. | would like to help be part of building
lasting relationships with new riders, existing members, communities statewide,
industry leaders, and legislators to help ensure that ATV riders have the right to
continue enjoying the recreational opportunities we have, as well as continue to
grow the sport in a responsible manner.

Personal Qualifications

Over my 20 year career as a construction boilermaker, | have spent a lot of time
traveling the country, working on many complex projects. In 2006 | started my
Pipefitter apprenticeship at Local 11 and Northwest Technical College in
Bemidji. | later transitioned into the Boilermakers trade and graduated as a
Journeyman Boilermaker, where | spent the last 8 years of my construction
career in site supervision. Managing major construction project for clients like
Xcel Energy, Minnesota Power, Cleveland Cliffs, U.S. Steel and many others.
Managed nuclear reactor re-fuelings and oil refinery turnarounds. Many of these
projects were long-term construction/maintenance projects that required a vast
amount of planning and preparation, as well as EPA compliance and strict safety



guidelines. Good relationship building and clear communication were expected
on all assets of these projects.

Founder of Minnesota ATV Riders. On March 25th of 2014 | took on the task of
trying to build a community where riders could come together and share their
stories, experiences and information with each other through the Minnesota ATV
Riders. What started as a social media based community has grow into a non-
profit organization that prides itself on sharing fun, responsible, and sustainable
ATV recreation. Managing multiple social media accounts and building dozens of
relationships with industry personnel.

Founder of Northern Off-Road Productions. Took on the dream of building a
seasonal event that gets riders together to strengthen our ATV community.
Building and maintaining dozens and dozens of relationships, and partnerships
with industry partners, tourism bureaus, ATV clubs/organizations, and lodging
destinations.

Vision for the sport of ATVing

My vision of ATVing in Minnesota is to see continuous growth in riding
opportunities as well as promotion of safety and and involvement from riders,
communities, and industry to work together and enhance the sport for all who
want to enjoy it. | see trail improvements in the future, new trail developmentin
more regions of the state, new stronger relationships built across all facets as
well as working with legislators to protect our rights as ATV riders so many
generations to come can continue to make lifelong memories.

Vision for ATV Minnesota

I would like to see new relationships formed, membership growth, and local
clubs from the association become more involved and informed. | feel like many
clubs and members feel like there is a disconnect with the State Association and



clubs. Build a better understanding of who we are as riders, what we provide to

communities and the state, both economically and recreationally.

Nick Wognum, Running For Re-Election As
ATV MN Secretary

Experience in the sport of ATVing

| am a lifelong ATV supporter and have
owned three wheelers, straddle ATVs and
side by sides. | have been active in starting

ATy
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) the Prospector ATV Club and have served on

)

the ATV MN Executive Board as Secretary
since 2017.

Experience with ATV Minnesota

| have served on the ATV MN Executive Board as Secretary. In addition to taking
the minutes at meetings | have also served on various committees, testified in
St. Paul and advocated for trails in different parts of the state. Help-

ing at State events, changing the name to ATV MN, coming up with a new logo
and redesigning the clothing we sell are some of the things | have helped with
over the years.

Involvement with ATV clubs

| was one of the founders of the Prospector ATV Club and have worked closely
with the Babbitt ATV and Snowmobile Club and the Voyageur Country ATV club
for many years.



Reasons for seeking this office

I would like to see ATV riders be able to ride in the downtown of small towns with
state highways in them. | would like to see funding increased for trail
development and maintenance and | would like to see the definition of an ATV
updated to reflect the world we live in today.

Personal qualifications that apply to the responsibilities of the office

| have nine years experience on the State Board and have served on many non-
profit boards over the years, from ATV Minnesota to Prospector to historical
societies and other community level organizations. | am a business owner and
also serve as a township and fire department clerk.

Vision for the sport of ATVing

We need to have places for people to ride legally. That means having a funding
system in place to build and maintain trail systems. We need to work toward
putting more money into trails instead of into the bureaucracy in St. Paul. We
need to update our state laws to reflect reality. People need to be able to ride
close to where they live and in places where there are trails. That means being
flexible in what we do!

Vision for ATV Minnesota

Our job as an organization includes lobbying for the best interests of ATV riders
in Minnesota. We need to have an organization that communicates with
members and gives them the best bang for their buck. We need to develop
strategic partnerships and find ways to increase our membership so we can do a
better job of representing Minnesota ATV riders.



ATV M‘INNEééT\APRESE =x¥ RUReadyFor Some R&R?

Now is the time to register your ride group for
the Friday President's Ride and/or Saturday
guided rides (with ride on your own option).

1-8th 20th " Plusreserve your lodging or camping (on-site

gﬁEEEJFEkA!PBngg MNME%@TA or locally), sign up as a vendor, and be an

HOSTED BY: l:,, event sponsor or donate to the auctions.

Akeley Paul BunyanTrail Riders, Fire Frost, Forest
Riders, Red River Riders, Timberland Dirt Devils,
Woods & Wheels ATV Club

ATVMN.ORG

To get started, just tap the QR code with your
smartphone camera, or go to atvmn.org and
tap the "Events" tab. You'll find everything you need, including a detailed
schedule for the entire Ride & Rally.

Thanks To All The Early Sponsors Of The
2026 Ride & Rally!
Sales &
SREE 60 of them!...sponsoring or donating
@ CFMDTD ‘ auction items to the 2026 ATV MN State
Convention/Ride & Rally, September 18-

PARK IDS 20, in Park Rapids. Your support is greatly
MP appreciated.
LAKES AREA

Source of the Mississippi

UP ‘ To sponsor or donate, go to atvmn.org, tap
( RﬂT"H the events page and use the sponsor link to
N.L J—\ get all the details and instructions.

Thanks!
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Below are the Sponsors as of August 1st. Let us know if we forgot anyone. We will
continue to recognize and thank all event sponsors and donators up to, during
and after Ride & Rally.

Premier Sponsor ($5,000+)

Loney Sales & Service/CFMOTO

Banquet Sponsor ($5,000)

Park Rapids CVB

President’s Ride Sponsor ($4,000)

Up North Power & Sports

Entertainment Sponsor - $3,000/Open

(Contact Lynn Kramer to sponsor: lynnpierce98@gmail.com)

Group Ride Sponsors ($1,500)
Clancy’s Restaurant & Bar (Two-Inlets Ride)
Nevis Chamber of Commerce (Paul Bunyan Ride)

Red River Adventures (Smoky Hills Ride)

Full -Throttle Sponsors ($2,500+)
J&K Marine & Powersports - Detroit Lakes

Rainy Lake Houseboats



Half -Throttle Sponsors ($1,000-$2,000)
Alajoki Sand & Gravel

Lakes Area Trailers

Northern Pines Sanitation

Northern Traxx ATV Club

Northwoods Regional ATV Trail Alliance
Paul Bunyan Communications

R&R Rental

Ranger Snowmobile/ATV Club

U Motors Inc.

Voyageur Country ATV club

W.A. Fisher

Ignition Sponsors ($500-$900)
Bemidji Sports Center

Moon Motorsports

Sandy Shores

Up North Retreats

Donor Sponsors ($50-$450)
MotoAlliance

Dunham’s Sports

Carroll’'s Corn

Ed Arnold



Dakota Magic Casino
Detroit Lakes Ford

Mann Lake Bee & Ag Supply
onX Offroad

Prairie’s Edge Casino Resort
Red Wing Shoe Company
Sunshine Lawn & Landscape
Walmart — Detroit Lakes
Walmart — Park Rapids
Faribault Mill

Audrey’s Purple Dream
Lakes Community Co-op
The Roadhouse

Ace Electric

Runnings — Moorhead
Walmart — Dilworth

T&M Express

Thielen Motors

Woodtick Wheelers ATV Club
Nick's Service - Park Rapids
Nevis Lumber

PWHL - MN Frost

KLN Family Brands

Mills Fleet Farm - Fargo



Ray's Sport & Marine - Perham
Potty Shacks - Park Rapids
Crow Wing Inn - Nevis
Neighbors Ford of Park Rapids
Park Rapids Marine

Good Life Cafe - Park Rapids
Enjoy Candy Store

Melt Massage

Simonson Car Wash

Wanted: ATV Clubs To Host Ride &
Roast in 2027 and 2028

ATV Minnesota, our state
association, is looking for clubs that
are interested in hosting the ATV MN
Ride & Roast in 2027 and 2028.

This one-day riding event, usually the third weekend in May, has always been fun
and popular. It’s a great opportunity to connect people with your club, our state
association and trails.

In past years, this event has attracted over 300 people and that number
continues to increase. As the official event promoter, ATV Minnesota will share
the profits and expenses, and help find sponsors to make this a profitable event
for your club and our state association.



We will handle all online registrations, in-person registration the day of the event,
website information, insurance and communication. The partnering club (or
clubs) would be responsible for seeking local sponsorships, community
support, planning & organizing guided rides, locating an appropriate venue, and
obtaining any necessary permits.

We believe this event could be a great opportunity to support your club and our
state association for an unforgettable weekend. If your club is interested in
partnering to host a spring Ride & Roast next year or the year after, we would like
to start the conversation. Please email a short description of why you would like
to host the event and what makes your area a unique riding area. Send the email
to atvmnoffice@atvmn.org. Thank you!

Ken Irish

ATV MN Ride & Roast event coordinator
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Saturday, September 26, 2026

® Guided Trail Rides e Lunch e

* Johnson Family Presentation e

All proceeds benefit the Zachary Johnson kids with Cancer Fund!
For questions, contact Randy or Sheila Avenson at
rsavenson@gmail.com, 218-8399092 or 218-2327150.

REGISTRATION: Base fee is $25 per machine which

fee of S5 for.
Two parti

20th. Regi
centrallakesatvciub.com.

AND MORE Trail
System
approximately 10-00AM Lunch will be ready at Noon
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2026 Polaris Ranger s
XP 1000 North Star JOIN TODAY.
Premium Edition BECOME A MEMBER

Fall Club Rides Ahead -- Save The
Dates!

Check for more on the Facebook
page of your club and others where
you live or ride. Send your club ride
flyer to us for the next newsletter, e-
mail to d.halsey@atvmn.org.



ATV MINNESOTA
"Your Voice To Ride"

(And Have Fun!)

Seventy-three dedicated ATV clubs and
their volunteers, building and maintaining
fun, sustainable ATV trails for the riding
public (and bridges, boardwalks, kiosks,
parking, selfie stations and more).

Invite friends and family to join today.
Gift memberships available!

Photo: There are many ways to support this year's Ride & Rally, including levels
of monetary or in-kind product/services sponsorships, or donating ATV-related or
other items to the silent and live auctions. Download the sponsor brochure at
atvmn.org, tap the Events tab.

*xxx s ECRLOT 00027D**R004 — See the mailing label on your

726245 5/31/2024 RENEWAL DATE U-S. POSTAGE . . .

e MC/Wheel?/ L Minnesota Wheelin magazine for your
PERMIT NO. 1003 -

éii‘gﬁggfgzltam 56780 - membership renewal date. Be sure to

include your email address on the
renewal form we send you to receive our
twice-monthly newsletter. Send renewals to ATV MN, PO Box 300, Stacy, MN
55079. You can also join/renew at atvmn.org.

Belonging to ATV Minnesota, you join thousands of riders throughout the state,
have fun, and help create a positive future for ATV recreation in Minnesota.



As a family or individual member, for $30,
you receive:

-A subscription to Minnesota Wheelin
magazine (published times 6 a year).

-Twice-monthly newsletter by email with the
latest news.

-Membership card and ATV MN logo sticker
foryour ATV.

-Invitations to events, including

our Legislative Summit, Vision Conference,
"Ride & Roast" in spring, and State
Convention "Ride & Rally" in the fall, as well

as membership meetings.

-A full-time lobbyist at the State Capitol, helping create pro-ATV legislation, and
moving forward bills to provide funding for new trail systems.

As a business member, for $90 you receive:

All of the above, plus:

-Your business name and contact information listed in our Minnesota Wheelin
magazine and on the ATV Minnesota website.

-Discounts on advertising in Minnesota Wheelin. For details on rates and
deadlines, send an email to Creston Dorothy at Pro Print in Duluth:
cdorothy@proprintus.com.

-Opportunities to reach more customers by sponsoring or donating to our
events.

To join, contact ATVAM or call (800) 442-8826.

Thanks To Our Corporate Sponsors


imap://ervin%40kleinschmidts.com@imappro.zoho.com:993/fetch%3EUID%3E/INBOX%3E121015
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For Their Generous, Financial Support Of ATV Minnesota!

-Timber Bay Lodge & Houseboats ($2,500
Bronze Sponsorship) - Visit timberbay.com
to learn about its amazing lodges (sleep up
to 15), traditional cabins and fleet of
houseboats. Timber Bay Lodge &
Houseboats is on the south shore of Birch

Lake, near Babbitt, with direct access by
ATV to the Prospector Trail system.

Facebook page at:

https://www.facebook.com/timberbaylodge

Be A Corporate Sponsor!

Financial support from businesses large and small are
helping ensure a positive future for ATV recreation in
MN.

Four levels: $2,500 Bronze / $5,000 Silver / $10,000
Gold / $25,000 Platinum

g

<= g

CORPORATE
SPONSORSHIP

PROGRAM Each includes ads in Minnesota Wheelin magazine,

and publicity of your business, organization or club at
ATV MN events, on websites, social media and more!

To learn more, visit atvmn.org and tap the "Sponsorships" tab.
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